SPANISH 589

LATINO OHIO

A Culture Course in English for Educators and Other Professionals

SPRING QUARTER 2007

Instructor:  Terrell A. Morgan, Ph. D.

Office:  249 Hagerty Hall

Office hours:  Mondays and Fridays 4:00-6:00 p.m. and by appointment

Office phone & voice mail:  292-9555

Office fax:  292-7726

E-mail:  morgan.3@osu.edu

OVERVIEW

Latino Ohio is a five-credit course designed to introduce educators and other professionals to Ohio’s Hispanic populations through small-group interaction with faculty specialists and community leaders; hands-on exploration of Hispanic gathering places across the state; a range of learning formats, information sources, and research methodologies; networking with others with related vocational interests; and concentrated work on a project tailored to their own professional development. 

The course is taught in English.  No knowledge of Spanish is assumed, but aspects of Spanish are highlighted (and practiced, if necessary) in the context of cultural phenomena intimately related to language.  The course calendar outlines topics to be covered.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course aims to provide participants with:

· an overview of demographics and real-life characterizations of Hispanics and Spanish-speakers in Ohio;

· an introduction to issues important to Hispanics in Ohio, a presentation of resources available for the study of U. S. Hispanic issues, and experience in finding and using those resources;

· an understanding of the specific linguistic patterns and processes which characterize many of the varieties of Spanish found in Ohio and the rest of the US (to the extent that this is possible with students with limited Spanish language skills);

· an appreciation for the diversity of Hispanic communities in Ohio, their language, their ways of life, and their interactions with other cultures and the mainstream;

· information specific to their home communities, especially contact information that will allow them to make use of local resources and make themselves a resource for others close to where they live and work;

· a brief overview of issues in and models of service learning and other educational formats that might provide a framework for giving back to the Hispanic communities;

· a practical plan for incorporating Ohio’s Spanish-speaking communities into the curricula they teach or into their own professional development in their chosen field;

· an occasional forum for practicing Spanish language skills—and a network of acquaintances and other resources that might help improve or maintain those skills after the course has ended;

· an overview of academic subfields related to Hispanic studies, and a review of programs and resources available in Ohio for further study.

FORMAT
Classes are held on six Saturdays during Spring Quarter 2007, with required attendance from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.  Each morning and afternoon there are keynote talks, delivered by one or more of the Humanities Scholars/Community Leaders, and extensive discussion facilitated by the faculty (with an accompanying topical bibliography).  These talks and discussions take place either in the OSU’s Columbus campus classroom (255 Hagerty Hall) or at different points around Ohio (see list below).  Lunch is provided.  In addition, all participants are invited to gather for dinner each Saturday at a different restaurant as a way of showcasing the size and diversity of the state’s Latino communities; there, the discussion may continue in a more informal atmosphere. On the sixth and last Saturday of the course (June 2), participants will share their “final products”: an original lesson plan or other project that will connect students, colleagues, or others in their profession to Spanish-speaking communities accessible to them.  

REQUIRED MATERIALS
• Campbell, Richard C.  2002.  Two Eagles in the Sun:  A Guide to U.S. Hispanic Culture, Revised Edition.  Las Cruces, NM:  Two Eagles Press.

• De Mente, Boye Lafayette.  1996.  There’s a Word for It in Mexico.  Lincolnwood, Illinois:  NTC.

• Noble, Judith and Jaime Lacasa.  1991.  The Hispanic Way:  Aspects of Behavior, Attitudes, and Customs in the Spanish-Speaking World.  Lincolnwood, Illinois:  Passport Books.

• Novas, Himilce.  2003.  Everything You Need to Know about Latino History.  New York:  Plume/Penguin.

• Packet of materials including newspaper articles, maps, etc. handed out the first day of class.

• Course webpage, linked from from http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/morgan3/ 

GRADING CRITERIA
Class attendance is mandatory, as is the completion of all assignments.  The final grade is based on three components:

  20%
classwork and homework, as assigned

  40%
final product (see attached guidelines)

  40%
journal/scrapbook (in which students document and reflect upon their learning after

          
each class session and out-of-class activity)

100%

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
ACCOMMODATION

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
TENTATIVE CALENDAR
Saturday, March 24, 2007
Columbus (OSU & North Side)


The Hispanic world:  overview and definition of terms.



Maps.  Encyclopedias.  Internet.


Demographics (Ohio and the U.S.)



Census data.  School enrollment data.



Guest speaker:  Víctor Mora, OSU Office of Enrollment Management.


Linguistic differences among Ohio Hispanics.


Service learning.  (OSU Service-Learning Scholars Roundtable.)

Saturday, March 31, 2007
Columbus (OSU & West Side)


Foreign perspectives of Ohio and the U.S.



Travel guides.  Foreign newspapers.  Interviews.



Guest panel:  foreign graduate students at OSU.


Testimony.



Primary sources.  Academic study of testimonial literature.



Guest speaker:  Ulises Juan Zevallos Aguilar, Ph. D., OSU.


Immigration.

The Columbus Dispatch, New York Times Magazine, Atlanta Journal-

Constitution.

The Spanish-language press.


Guest speaker:  Alex Goya, Founder, La voz hispana.
[April 2-18:  Individual advising about final product, journal, and student needs]

Saturday, April 21, 2007
Columbus & Whitehall

Religion.

Guest speaker:  Angela Johnston, Catholic Diocese, Latino Center.

Social services.

Guest speaker:  Julia Arbini-Carbonell, Ohio Hispanic Coalition.


Medical issues.  

Guest speaker:  María del Carmen Lambea, M.D., OSU.

Saturday, May 5, 2007
Cleveland & Lorain

K’inal Winik Cultural Center (Mayan culture), Cleveland, Ohio

Guest speaker:  Laura Martin, Ph. D., Cleveland State University.


The Puerto Rican community of Lorain, Ohio. 



Dialect mixing and cultural accommodation. (M. Ramos-Pellicia, Ph. D.)



Business.  (Richard Romero, Consultant.)

Saturday, May 19, 2007
Fremont & Toledo


The Mexican-American community of Northwest Ohio.



Agriculture.  The migrant experience.

Guest speaker:  Juanita Gutiérrez, Rural Opportunities Center.



Urban and rural migrants.  

Guest speaker:  Francisco Espinosa, OSU Extension.

Saturday, June 2, 2007
Columbus & Westerville


Presentations of student work.


Overview of Hispanic studies.

FINAL PRODUCT

Each student will create an original “product” to be shared with the rest of the class on June 2.  This will consist of a lesson plan or other project that will connect students, colleagues, or others in their profession to Spanish-speaking communities around them.  This may be a module for an ESL class that brings Hispanic and non-Hispanic students together; a resource guide for informing professionals in a certain field about Hispanic issues; a plan for a series of public events to showcase Ohio’s Hispanic communities or to bring those communities into a place that will allow them to benefit from services available to the mainstream; or perhaps a proposal to sensitize professionals to the needs of the local Hispanic community.

Over the course of the quarter, students will be in close contact with Prof. Morgan in order to create products that are useful and appropriate.  The product may be seen as a sort of plan of action in which the student pledges to take what has been learned in the course and apply it to their profession, their particular interests, their personal goals, and their corner of the world.

JOURNAL/SCRAPBOOK

Students will be required to log 40 hours of contact with the Hispanic world between March 24 and June 2, 2007. They should strive to add a range of diverse experiences to their portfolio. No more than 10 hours should be spent on any one activity (such as watching videos, volunteering at a certain agency, etc.).

Journal

Every student must keep a log (in English) of all activities to be credited toward the 40-hour total.  The journal will include FOUR COMPONENTS:

IDENTIFICATION  

date and time of activity

duration of activity

place of activity

description of activity 
DOCUMENTATION

Evidence that the activity took place. Evidence might be a photograph, a signature, a ticket stub, a flier, a photocopy of a magazine cover, a print-out from the Internet, a time card from an internship, a note from your supervisor, a brochure you picked up at the clinic, a business card of someone you met, a church bulletin, or any other artifacts that attest to your having engaged in the activity described in your journal. Perhaps not all activities will be documented in the very strictest sense, but almost all will be.

REFLECTION

A serious, thoughtful, analytic, commentary of at least several sentences. Reflect and focus on what you learned from each experience and connect things you have experienced first-hand with things you have read about or heard about in class (this class or some other academic experience). Remember to tie in your experiences with the readings in the textbooks as well.

ELABORATION 

Self-initiated expansion of learning. Jot down items of interest that you encounter in your activities and contacts with Latinos. Follow up with your own (formal or informal) research later.  (Some of this may include development of your Spanish language skills—particularly vocabulary and useful phrases.  Don’t limit your elaboration to language practice, however.)

Suggested activities include:

•
talking with native Spanish speakers, in person or on the phone, about cultural issues

•
practicing with a “conversation partner” (a Spanish speaker learning English)

•
volunteering for English-to-Spanish interpreting at a local hospital or clinic, at a school, or at some other social service organization (only if you have the needed language skills, of course)

•
watching movies from the Spanish-speaking world (with English subtitles, not dubbed); a list of recommended movies will be distributed the first day of class

•
attending religious services in Spanish

•
listening to lectures and presentations about Hispanic issues

•
exchanging e-mail with native Spanish speakers about cultural topics

•
participating in newsgroups and chat rooms with people from Latin America

•
browsing the Internet on Spanish-language sites, or sites from Latin America or Spain

•
shopping, dancing, hanging out, eating, and poking around in venues catering to a Hispanic audience

•
listening to Spanish-language music, as long as it is not merely background music for another activity

•
watching Spanish-language TV, as long as you pay close attention to what’s going on (several restaurants feature soap operas and sports in Spanish)

•
reading or skimming current Spanish-language newspapers, magazines, comic books, and other visual media; or similar media from Latin America in English (several local public libraries have extensive collections of Spanish-language periodicals)

Activities that DO NOT count toward the required hours:

•
completing assignments required for another course

•
in-class activities in this course, including our field trips and restaurant visits

•
using written or audio-visual materials created for English-speaking students of Spanish, such as textbooks, practice tapes, or computer programs

•
speaking Spanish with non-native speakers, no matter how good their Spanish is

•
listening to the radio or Spanish music sort of ‘in the background’ while you do other things

•
writing in your journal

Making contact with the local Hispanic community

For Ohio contact information, consult the “Opportunities” page:

http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/morgan3/opportun.html

(Note that this page always needs to be updated.  You can help!)

